
MRA Summer Literature Conference 
 

Reading and Writing for a Better World 

 

 
 

July 14-15, 2010 
Frankenmuth, MI 

Bavarian Inn Lodge & Conference Center 
Donalyn Miller (The Book Whisperer), Dr. Mary Bigler,  

and many MI authors and illustrators 



Two Action Packed Days of Professional Development 

Two Outstanding General Session Speakers 

 

                                                                     

Donalyn Miller, the book whisperer, is a 6th grade language arts teacher in Texas who is said to 
have a "gift": She can turn even the most reluctant (or, in her words, "dormant") readers into 
students who can't put their books down. Donalyn is the author of The Book Whisperer: 
Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child. She writes about how to inspire and motivate 
student readers, and responds to issues facing teachers and other leaders in the literacy field. In 
her writingτand in her teachingτMiller emphasizes the role student choice and authentic 
purposes for reading have in fostering both a love of books and the critical skills children need 
to become independent learners. In her own words, "Reading is the inhale and writing is the 
exhale." 

 

                                                                             

 

Dr. Mary Bigler has been teaching, speaking, entertaining, and inspiring for more than forty years. From 
pre-school teacher to college professor, in classrooms and lecture halls around the world, Mary has 
spent her life promoting literacy, advocating for children, and celebrating the joys of teaching. Mary 
Bigler's Lessons Learned will share amusing, insightful and inspiring stories gleaned from a lifetime in 
the classroom and on the speaking circuit. 

 

Unleash the power 
within! 

 Be a book whisperer. 

 

Charms you with her 
humor, optimism, and 

thoughtfulness 

 

http://www.josseybass.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470372273.html
http://www.josseybass.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470372273.html


Michigan Authors and Illustrators are Back 
Better than Ever 

Carol McCloud, Denise Brennan-Nelson, Wendy Anderson Halperin, Cyd Moore, 
John Mooy, Ruth McNally Barshaw, and Robbyn Smith van Frankenhuyzen and 
Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen! 

Walk away with practical tools for: 

 reaching reluctant readers 

 inspiring creativity and imagination 

 strengthening the reading and writing connection 

 thinking thoughtfully about texts 

Get up close and personal with Michigan authors and illustrators during breakout 
sessions.  

Join the authors and illustrators at lunch and receive a complimentary 
autographed book. 

Purchase books by all of the Michigan authors and illustrators, Great Lakes Great 
Books choices, and many other favorites at the bountiful bookstore!   

Load up on professional books for summer reading, vendors will be available. 

Learn about Visual Thinking Routines 

Michigan teachers and consultants introduce you to core Visible Thinking 
Routines, practices that help make thinking visible. Thinking Routines loosely 
guide learners' thought processes and encourage active processing. They are 
short, easy-to-learn mini-strategies that extend and deepen students' thinking 
and become part of the fabric of everyday classroom life. Thinking Ideals are 
easily accessible concepts capturing naturally occurring goals, strivings, or 
interests that often propel our thinking. Four Ideals -- Understanding, Truth, 
Fairness, and Creativity -- and associated routines for each ideal and activities that 
help deepen students' concepts around the ideal will be presented. 

  



Michigan Reading Association 
Summer Literature Conference  

άwŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ 
Bavarian Inn Lodge & Conference Center, Frankenmuth 

July 14-15, 2010  

Registration Form 
Please print clearly:  

Name:         MRA Membership #________________ 

Address:              

              

City/Zip:              

Phone:               

E-mail Address:              

School District/Affiliation:            

Ǐ  *Conference Registration Fee: $100  (The registration fee includes lunch on Wednesday, July 14 and 

          Continental Breakfast on Thursday, July 15.) 

Ǐ  Lunch with the Authors: Thursday, July 15:  $20 (A Summer Literature Conference Favorite! Receive 

a complimentary book at an exclusive luncheon with your favorite authors). 

Ǐ  I would like a vegetarian meal.  

 

MRA Membership:   Ǐ New  or   Ǐ Renewing (if Membership expires after August 2010) 

$35 regular member;  $20 retired educator;  $15 student;  $10 parent/non-educator 
 

Payment Method:  

Ǐ Check or Money Order   ƀ   Ǐ Purchase Order #____________________  (P.O. must be included) 
 

Signature:              
 
 

To protect your privacy, we are now accepting MasterCard, VISA and Discover 
registrations online only at www.michiganreading.org 

 
Amount of Payment: $ ___________________ 
 

Please complete registration form and mail it with payment information to:  
Michigan Reading Association  
Summer Literacy Conference  

668 Three Mile Road NW * Grand Rapids, MI 49544  
 

Hotel information is available on the MRA website: www.michiganreading.org. 

www.michiganreading.org
http://www.michiganreading.org/

