
CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

EDU_508_  MRA Conference:  Weaving a Tapestry of Readers and Writers     1 (1-0)  D  

Subject  No.                                       Course Title                           Credit Hours 

Prerequisites:   ____EDU 330, Equivalent, or Graduate Status______________ 
 

Course Description:  Identification and study of problems in contemporary education.  

 

Goals:  As an elective course on teacher education programs at both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels, this course seeks to help students understand literacy aspects at 

various grade levels and across several content areas which are concept and 

knowledge driven, learner-centered, and relevant to multiple contexts and roles. 
This particular course is designed to provide students with opportunities to explore 
literacy and ways to implement course content in the classroom or school areas such as 
administration, adult literacy, after school literacy, family literacy, legislative/government 
relations, literacy assessment, media/technology, Reading First, Reading Recovery, 
reading specialist/literacy coach/interventionist, secondary reading, and Title I. 
 
Objectives reflect the following conceptual framework: 

a.  Concept and Knowledge driven:  provides the knowledge base needed in 
teaching. Also, provides pedagogical studies to prepare professionals for the 
classroom. 

b.  Learner centered:  focuses on the intellectual, social, and physical needs of the 
learner. 

c.  Reflective Practice Relevant to Diverse Settings and Roles:  prepares 
professionals for all the roles they will fill, from the teacher inside diverse classrooms 
to curriculum planner or educational professional within a school district or 
community. 

 

Objectives:  At the conclusion of the course undergraduate students will   
1. define the term literacy based upon the strands of the conference:  administrator, 

adolescent literacy, adult literacy, after school literacy, early literacy, 
legislative/government relations, literacy assessment, literacy coach/reading 
specialist/interventionist, media/technology, Reading Recovery, response to 

intervention, teacher education/professional development, Title I, and writing. a; 
2. explain how literacy is a vital part of the strands related to your 

teaching/administrative  duties/position a, c; 
3. explain how initiatives from the Michigan State Department of Education, Board of 

Education or Legislature Initiatives apply to the classroom (i.e,. Reading First, 

Literacy Coaches, RTI, legislative mandates) a, b, c: 

4. provide examples of ways to meet the needs of diverse learners b; 
5. provide examples of how literature, writing, storytelling, newspapers, media, family 

literacy, assessment, technology, or literacy strategies gained from the conference 
can be utilized at one of the following areas of interest: preschool, primary K-2; 
intermediate 3-5; middle school 6-8; secondary 9-12, administration, adult education, 
special education or compensatory education, librarian/media specialist, technology 

specialist, a, b, c. 
 



 
 
Additional or alternative objectives for Graduate Credit: 
6. write about how literacy will be used across the curriculum in the classroom or 

throughout the school at a specific interest level and provide rationale for these 

choices a, b, c; 
7. provide examples of ways to implement critical literacy, grade level content 

expectancies, literacy coaching, and/or  media literacy will be utilized  to enhance 

literacy in the school or classroom at a chosen interest level a, b, c; 
8. provide examples of how the literacy information gained during conference sessions 

will be utilized in the classroom or school a, b, c. 

 

Recommended texts:  Not applicable to this course. 

 

Special Requirements of the course:   
Attend the 54th Annual Reading Conference:  Weaving a Tapestry of Readers and 
Writers for the following three days: March 20-22, 2010, in Detroit, Michigan, and pay the 
appropriate conference fee. Attendance at all required sessions and participation during 
class sessions is expected. 
 
General Methodology: 
1. Lecture and demonstrations in sessions 
2. Discussion in sessions 
3. Small group work 
4. Class discussion though online debriefing 
 
Course Outline: See attached 
 

Evaluation:  Undergraduate 
1. Written goals for conference       15% 
2. Written paper of what was gained from the course in relation to goals 40% 
3. Written paper of information related to the listed objectives  45% 
 

Evaluation:  Graduate 
1. Written goals for conference       15% 
2. Written statement of significant information gained from the course 

related to conference goals and how this relates to the classroom  
or school setting        50% 

3. Written paper of what information related to the listed objectives 
will be implemented in the classroom or school setting   35% 

 
Syllabus prepared by:   ___Leonie M. Rose__________   Date:  December 2009 

 

  

 



Course Outline 

 
1.   Meet with the instructor for course orientation, discussion of syllabus,  1 hr. 

and goal setting        

Saturday, March 20, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. in the Skyline Room  

of Cobo Center 
    

2.  Attend the following Keynote General Sessions                 3 hrs. 
A. Saturday – 9:30 a.m.  “TBA” 

Keynote Speaker for this session: Devin Scillian 
Riverview, Cobo Center 

B. Sunday – 9:30 a.m. “The Heroes in My Life” 
      Keynote Speaker for this session: Patricia Polacco  
 Riverview, Cobo Center 
C. Monday – 9:30 a.m. “TBA”  
      Keynote Speaker for this session: Jim Grant 
 Riverview, Cobo Center  

3.   Attend at least one featured speaker session one of the following areas:     1 hr. 
Administrator, Adult Literacy, Adolescent Literacy, Early Literacy, 
Elementary, Middle Level Literacy, Librarians/Media/Technology, or 
Teacher Education/Professional Development 
related to either reading or writing                  

4. Attend at least one featured speaker from one of these strands:         1 hr.        
             After School Literacy, Legislative/Government 
             Relations, or Literacy Assessment,       

5. Attend at least one featured speaker concerning special needs:    1 hr.   
Title I, Reading Recovery, Reading Specialist/Literacy Coach/ 
Interventionist, Response to Intervention, Special Education,  
Struggling Readers or Writers    

6.  Choose and attend eight additional sessions that you will count towards  8 hrs.                      
      your course goals.  

7.  After the final breakout sessions on Monday, email your reaction about  1 hr. 
what you gained from the conference to the instructor to be shared with 
other members of the class at the following address: rose1lm@cmich.edu 

                      

          Total:  16 hrs. 
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